72            EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
Indeed, it is part of the fascination of those many
volumes of conversations, counsels, letters, and other
records which enshrine the history of St. Cyr, to trace the
development of the foundress's ideas, and to follow her
experiments, her failures, and her successes. Only an age
of well-developed educational theory would have engen-
dered the frank discussions, the well-balanced judgments,
the earnest thought and care lavished by these women upon
their work. Their aim was to produce Christian wives and
mothers, women of distinguished manners and wide
mental culture, whose piety would be enlightened enough
to stand the assaults of rationalism and whose many
interests would occupy them in whatever sphere of life
they might be placed. Great stress was laid upon the
training of character, upon the formation of desirable
habits, and the cultivation of good manners. Reasonable-
ness, the sweet reasonableness which so specially character-
ised Madame de Maintenon, appears to have been the under-
lying principle of the system, and her most distinctive
contribution to the education of French girls.
There were four classes at St. Cyr: the red class (aged
seven to ten years), the green (ten to fourteen), the yellow
(fourteen to sixteen), and the blue (sixteen to twenty).1
The curriculum embraced reading, writing, arithmetic,
history (sacred and profane), geography, French language,
orthography, French literature (with mythology), music,
drawing, dancing, needlework (that is, plain sewing,
embroidery, tapestry, and lace-making). The study of
from the Convent of the Child Jesus in the Rue St. Maur were asked to help in
the days of the foundation, both to train the Dames de St. Louis and to take the
classes. Later the Community called in the help, of the Visitandines at Chaillot.
la all cases they showed themselves grateful for the teaching they had received
from these religious and they seemed anxious to profit by their help.
1 M.emmns des Domes^ p. 13^.